
JOHN HOEVEN
NORTH DAKOTA

1 20 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING

TELEPHONE; 1'2021 224-2551
FAX: (202) 224-7999

COIVIMITTEES:

AGRICULTURE

APPROPRIATIONS

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES

INDIAN AFFAIRSlf,nited Ftatss Fensts
hoeven senate.gov

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

October 29,20'14

The Honotable Gina McCarthy
Administrator
U.S. Environmental Ptotecuon Âgency
1200 Pennsylvania Âvenue, NìØ
Room 300 WJCS
MC 1001Â
lØashington, DC 20460

Deat Âdminis tratot McCathy:

I am wdting in tegatd to comments your agency recently submitted to the Bureau of
Reclamation @OR) on its Supplemental Environmental Impact statement calling for
changes in the Buteau's pteferred altetnative fot the Notthwest Area Pipeline Ptoject. In
otdet to avoid more delay for this impotant project, the Environmental Ptotection Agency

@PÂ) needs to meet direcdy with state officials and reptesentatives ftom the BOR to find a

solution that moves this ptoject forwatd. Thetefote, I would like to host a meeting in
lØashington, D.C. with you, yout staff and the televant stakeholders to help bdng this
impottant water infrasttuctute ptoject for Notth Dakota to successful completion.

The State of Noth Dakota stated construction on the Nothwest Atea Watet Supply
(IñAWS) project in Apdl 2002. Although maîy miles of pipeline and several facilities have
alteady been built, the completion of the ptoject is still hampeted by continued litigation and
the buteaucrattc process. The EPA is a coopetating agency in this process but unfottunately
it submitted its comments late and outside the typical process, which may cause NAWS to
be futher delayed.

NAìøS will serve nearly 100,000 people in seven Noth Dakota counties. Many of
the communities that will be served by N'\\X/S have water that does riot cuffently meet
secondary drinking water standards and contains ir:on, manganese, sodium, sulfate and othet
contaminants. Local offìcials, residents and businesses have gone to gteat lengths to suppott
this ptoject, including enactment of a one-cent sales tax and an 

^greement 
to supply water to

some of the communities through the tteatment plant in Minot, Notth Dakota.

The BOR issued its Final Environmentallmpact Statement e,IS) in 2008, which was
challenged in coutt and remanded back to the ageîcy. The BOR spent sevetal yeats
updating the EIS and issued the Draft EIS in June 201.4. The BOR identified using a
combination of groundwatet and Missouti Rivet water combined with chlorination/UV
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inactivation as its ptefetted altetnative. During this process, the EPA had the opportunity to
participate in the EIS thtough its tole as a coopetating agency befote the release of the Draft
EIS. The EPr\, howevet, chose to withhold its comments during the coopetating agency
process and instead waited until the verT last day of the public comment period to submit its
comments to the BOR.

The EPÄ must be more fothcoming in this process and mote timely with its
comments. The agency's last minute attention to this project is a dissetvice to our state, our
local communities waiting fot years to be served by Nr\WS, as well as other responsible
fedetal agencies that have wotked hatd to issue the new Dtaft EIS. I will have my office
contact your government liaison to arrange a location and timely date for a meeting to
discuss this issue.

Sincetely,

ohn
U.S. Senator

cc: Mike Connor, Deputy Secretary of the Interior
Shaun McGtath, Âdministrator for EP,A.'s Region 8 Office
Michael Ryan, Gteat Plains Regional Ditector, Buteau of Reclamation


